
Planning for the Interview-Based Entry 

The interview-based entry that you are writing next week will not be a general 

interview about your topic.  It will be based on specific questions that you ask 

one person related to one of your brainstormed sub-topics.  Interviews can take 

many forms and have differing purposes, so your first task is to determine what 

you want to get out of an interview: 
 

a) Facts and experiences for which you are unaware- For this purpose, 

you would need to interview an “expert in the field,” or at least 

someone with some knowledge and experience. 

b) Opinions and points-of-view for which you are unaware- For this 

purpose, you could interview anyone you want, even someone with 

very little knowledge or experience. 
 

After you have chosen your sub-topic, purpose, and interviewee, it is time to 

write your 8 + questions.  Keep the person in mind when designing these 

questions so that you are gathering information that will be helpful to you. 
 

12/4/19 

Entry #7: Interview of Savanna Gillespie 

Sub-Topic: HP Newbies 
1. If you know very little about Harry Potter, why did you 

sign up for the Harry Potter elective? 

 

 

 

 
2.      What is the main reason you haven’t explored the 

books or movies until now? 
 
 
 
  

3.      Now that you have seen part of one movie, what are 
your first impressions of the magical world that Rowling 
has created? 

 
 
 
 
4. Who do you find to be the most interesting character 

other than Harry, Ron, and Hermione? How? 

 

 

 

 

 



Interview-Based Entry (Entry #7) 
FIND YOUR STORY! Use your interview notes to write a two-page entry.  

It must follow these guidelines: 

• Decide which answer(s) you can use to expand upon and make a point 

about your topic or sub-topic.  

• Don’t use the word “interview” (or synonyms), but… 

• At least once, make reference to the person you interviewed. 

• Do more than relate facts from the interview.  Share your own 

perspective/opinion/experience on the facts you are presenting. 

• Use a quote if possible.  If not possible, consider doing another 

interview to get the quote you need to make a point. 

• Underline quotes and references to anything your interviewee said. 

 

NON-EXAMPLE: 

 I sent an email to one of my students and asked her several questions 

about Harry Potter. She had many things to say about what it’s like to be 

new to the books and movies, and here is what I discovered… 

 

 

EXAMPLE: 

12/9/19 

Entry #7: Interview-Based 

 

 There are several ways to get to know all the greatness that is Harry 

Potter. Video games, movies, toys, fan fiction, theme parks, stage plays. 

These exhilarating experiences pale in comparison to the original: the 

books.  

 J.K. Rowling first brought her compelling characters and magical 

mystery to eager readers in the form of bound paper. Eighth grade student 

Savanna Gillespie, who has yet to fall under the spell of these books, 

thinks the movies are, “a good start. I can’t say I love it or hate it because I 

haven’t seen enough.”  This is after seeing a vast majority of the fourth 

movie. 

 As anyone who has read the series can attest, no one could respond 

like that after reading only fifty pages of any one of the books. Rowling’s 

words jump off the page and into your heart… 

 


